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Meeting. 2ru February —~ "Alaska and North Acestea” 
Speaker; Pr, Re JeltletF, 
Meeting: 2d Mareh - Annnal Meating, Members? Night» 


Excursion :5 {1 Vebruary - Evansfur: Weir. Half Bas, 
Leaders Mis. M, Rotheram, 
Excursion : 44) Wierch - Enfield, Half Day, 


Leaders Mr. PP. Fry. 
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ALASKAN CAR/BOU 


President: Dr F, HARRAP Phone 301651 Meetings at Education Centre Intros 
Vice-pres: Mr W. MURPHY — Phone 323289 . Hopetoun St 7 30pm * alent 
Secretary: Miss H.BURGESS Phone 312210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Treasurer: Mrs FWILLIAMSON Phone 327631 CA Oe ERSegCotenod RUcand \ARMSTRONGY STREETS) 


BALLARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor: Mrs P. MURPHY Phone 32 3289 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


REPORTS : December 


Mr. L, Fink - 


Mr. G. Binns - 


Mrs. F. Williamson - 


Miss H. Burgess ~ 


Mrs. J. Spicer - 


Meeting. 


While photographing a green Duck- 
orchid, a yellow and black coloured 
wasp seen on a nearby large Duck- 
orchid flower. 


Near Birchip, many parrots and 
lorikeets dead on the road. 


Two red—browed finches in her 
garden in Ballarat. 


Yellow-faced honeyeaters nesting 
in a garden at Mt. Helen. 

An immature magpie feeding a 
juvenile, 


Five yellow-tailed black cockatoos 
flying silently over her home at 
Redan. 
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The meeting, 2nd March, 1984, and all 
following meetings, unless otherwise advertised, will be 
held at the School of Mines in Lydiard St. South. 
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One steel 2-door cupboard, approximately 
92cm x 45cm x 180cm, for use as a Club Library, 
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SPEAKER: Dr. Robert Anderson, 


Correas belong to the family Rutaceae. 
The genus was named after the Portuguese botanist Jose 
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Francisco Correa de Serra, 

Correas have 4 petals. They belong to an 
Australia wide group but the family Rutaceae is 
represented throughout the world with a large number of 
tropical and temperate region plants. Citrus also belong 
to the Rutaceae family. Correas nearly all have a 
fragrant smell, often of citrus, but an exception is 
Correa reflexa, which smells like pepper. 

The first plants named were hybrids. Later, 
scientists untangled the species problem and our 
classification system is now based on floral character- 
istics. There are 3 species which may be subdivided 
into several varieties:-— 

Correa alba - 2 varieties 

Correa reflexa — 4 varieties 

Correa lawrenciana —- 6 varieties. 

The following characteristics may be useful for field 
identification:— 
Correa aemula 


Easy to identify. Small brown hairs that are very 
apparent, hairs starshaped, stems very brown, leaves 
small. Lemon scented. Petals greenish or mauve/blue, 
Plants require full shade and moist to wet conditions. 


Correa alba 
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White, starry flowers, not bell shaped. Flower is 
similar to that of the Boronia, Leaves are grey/green 
with star shaped hairs. Smell is sickly sweet lemon. 


Correa backhousiana 


Flowers are creamy yellow with a brown burr on tip of 
each petal, the anthers are long and the leaves are 
dark glossy green. A large dense shrub to 5 metres high, 
Very light lemon scent, a little waxy. 


Correa bauerlennii 


Chef's Cap Correa. 

Found in damp gullies around Bateman's Bay, N.S.W. 
Corolla is greenish yellow, the large and dark glossy 
green leaves have a high oil content, and there are 
small reddih hairs on the stems. 

Smell is like Juicy Fruit chewing gum, 


Correa glabra 


Rock Correa, 

Found on granite cliffs or rocky outcrops. Sheep and 
cattle will readily eat this plant. Corolla is pinkish 
red to yellow green. Grows in central and western 
Victoria, The variety, Correa schlechtendalii, has 
constantly red and green corolla, 


Correa lawrenciana 


Mountain Correa, 

Grows to 9 metres, 

The corolla is greenish yellow to red, and the large-z 2 
leaves are approximately 12cm long, 

The smell is lemon to mandarin, 


Correa decumbens 


Red and green flowers usually upright on the horizontal 
branches. A ground cover plant, 
Smell has a hint of lemon. 


Correa reflexa 


Leafy bracts encompass the flower or bud. Corolla green 
or various shades of red with green tips. 

"Reflexa" is derived from the presence of the two 
reflexed bracts around the flower. 


Dr. Anderson was suitably thanked by 
our Secretary, Helen Burgess, 


L. Fink. 


We started the excursion about 5km west 
of Blackwood, off the Lerderderg Road, After crogsing 
the river, we sauntered along a track on the edge of the 
ferns and native hazel, 

The highlight before lunch was the 
crescent honeyeater, but, as on the December 19®2 
outing to Mt. Cole, the leader was one of the few people 
who actually saw the bird, We certainly had no problem 
in hearing it, but it was remarkably elusive in the trees, 
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We lunched at Nolan Creek picnic area and 
shortly after lunch, Margaret Rotheram spotted a scaly 
thrush and a very restless rufous fantail. Earlier, two 
rufous tailed bronze cuckoos had passed through the 
edge of the picnic area and the four birds kept us well 
occupied. So much so in fact, that we arrived at the 
Stockyard Track about half an hour later than we 
intended and much to the relief of two "after lunch" 
members, 

The rest of the afternoon was spent on the 
track within sound of Nolan Creek and sight of numerous 
tree ferns and tall timber. Highlights along the track 
were several satin flycatchers, At one time it appeared 
that there could have been three male birds in the area, 
Keen eyed Ken spotted a nest way up on a fork and we 
watched the change-over of the parent birds - as 
frequently as every fifteen minutes, which came as 
something of a surprise, 

A red-browed tree creeper was also seen at 
Nolan Creek picnic ground but only, I think, by F. Narrap, 
I've revisited the area twice this year and despite the 
lack of rose robins on December 4th, saw them on both 
occasions in several localities. 

January 7th - saw a male bird in three 
separate areas. On one occasion 1 stood by the river 
for 25 minutes, during which time a male rose robin was 
in view. Twice the bird landed on the rocks at the 
water's edge within two metres of my feet - a rewarding 
experience, 

January 14th - a male rose robin in four 


separate spots, one female or immature on it's own 

and a male and female together. At the same place by 

the river as on the 7th, a male bird went in for a "dip" 
and spent some minutes preening and tidying it's 
feathers some ten metres away from me, Later, a crescent 
honeyeater parked on same branch for the same attention 
to it's plumage, 


Fr, Harrap. 


Se 


GRASSLANDS PROJECT OF SOUTH WESTERN VICTORIA. 
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(Extracts of a letter received from Mr. John Stuvwe, 
of the Department of Botany, La Trobe University. ) 


I have recently begun working on a project 
to locate and characterise remnants of the natural 
erasslands and grassy woodlands of the basaltic plains 
of south western Victoria. Prior to European colonis- 
ation, the area supported extensive native grasslands 
and grassy woodlands, Sustained pastoral activity 
commenced in the 1830's and led to profound changes in 
the vegetation, The indigenous flora declined under 
stock grazing and cultivation and was replaced by 
introduced species over large areas. However, remnant 
stands still exist in areas such as railway reserves, 
cemeteries, roadsides, and on other land (including 
some farm paddocks) which has escaped continuous and 
heavy grazing or other disturbances. Without appropriate 
management these remnants have a precarious future, 
Apart from documenting what remains, the project will 
facilitate the development of conservation strategies 
for the region, It is therefore important that the 
study be undertaken as thoroughly as possible, 


Although the project will run for some 
16 months, it is impossible for one person to locate 
all existing remnants over such a large area (about 
23,000 km’), I therefore wish to ask members of Field 
Naturalist Clubs and Conservation Groups in the area to 
send me locations of any remnants of native grassland/ 
grassy woodland vegetation on basalt that you know about. 
It would also be a great help if members could "keep an 
eye out" for such remnants over the next year or so. A 
sketch map of the location with a distance from a 
locatable point (e.g. main road intersection) and bricf 
notes of anything known about the remnant (e.g. land 
tenure, size, dominant. species) would be greatly 
appreciated, 


The remnants are usually dominated by 
Kangaroo Grass (Themedn australis) or members of the 
Spear Grass (Stipa spp.), Wallaby Grass (Danthonia spp.) 
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or Tussock Grass (Poa spp.) genera. No remnants will 
have escaped some invasion by introduced species. 
Eucalyptus species may be present as a relatively sparse 
overstorey. In this study, I am only looking at sites 
with less than a 50% tree canopy cover. The study is 
also restricted to basalt. 
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VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATICN, 
LABOUR DAY ANNUAL GET~TOGETHER - MARCH 10-12th, 1984. 
HOST CLUB = CRESWICK, 
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Saturday, March 10th 1.00 p.m. St. Paul's Hall, Napier 

Sa See Street, Creswick, After- 
noon Excursion of 
Historical and Geolog- 
ical Interest. 


ine eae pe nt tome ane cae Sem ae oe Anne ate New Sine He cee see wm eee Lone 


8.00 p.m, Slides, Nature Taiks 
and Get-together,. 
Supper St. Paul's Hall. 


Sunday, March 11th 9.30 awem. -— 4.30 p.m, 
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All Say Excursion, 
Bring #icnic Lunch, 


St. Paul's Wall, Club 
Reports and Social, 


Monday, March 12th 9.30 a.m, — 12 noon 
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Excursion, Bring Picnic 
Lunch, 
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Farewells, 
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FRIENDS OF YARROWEE PARK. 
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Since the team of workers funded bv the 
Employment Initiatives Program finished in late October, 
the thousands of trees that were planted by them were 
quickly enveloved by weeds, The weeds grew at an appall- 
ingly fast rate end soon overtook the tiny trees, and 
it is unfortunate that we did not see many people around 
at this time to try and get the weeds down, 


It was with a preat sigh of relief that we 
were informe:! by the ACTV that they had undertaken the 
Yarrowee Park as their January local project. 


(Extract from a letter written by Jenny Poliness = 
Convenor F.0O.Y.P.) 


The project of weeding is a continuing one, 
If any club member, friend or neighbour would like to 
spend a couple of hours or days assisting with weeding, 
etc., the "Friends of Yarrowee Park" would be most 
appreciative, 


FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB OF BALLARAT. 
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When travelling in convoy, drivers are asked 
to keep a safe distance between cars and to keep both 
the car ahead an? the ear behind in sight. Make sure 
you can recognise them, If the car behind stops, you 
are asked to stop also; this will halt the convoy. 
The driver may be in difficulties, or have missed a 
turn-off, or may have found something of particular 
interest. 


At a major deviation, each driver must ensure 
that the vehicle next in the convoy is following, 
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